BENWICK SCHOOL

HOMEWORK POLICY

Introduction 

The governors and staff of Benwick Primary School believe that homework is a means by which:

Skills and concepts introduced in school are reinforced and practised independently.

Parents are informed about the curriculum their children are undertaking and given guidance on supporting their children’s education.

Aims

· to give pupils the opportunity to practise skills, particularly in Numeracy 

· to ensure that pupils develop self – study skills

· to provide opportunities for parents to take an active role in their children’s learning

· to provide opportunities for extension for the more able child

Implementation 

Spelling 

Children may bring home high frequency words to learn or spelling patterns / rules. These will be personalised to the children. 

Reading

All pupils are given a reading diary and encouraged to read at home daily.  Parents are encouraged to support their child through the reading scheme.  Teachers ensure that they comment on the child’s reading at least once in every 2 weeks.  As children progress in their reading and move onto AR, we would hope that parents support their child’s learning.

Letters / Words 

In Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2 (where needed) games and high frequency words  are used to ensure that children develop both phonic knowledge and sight vocabulary. 

Numeracy  

From Year 2 children are encouraged to learn multiplication tables and test take place regularly.  Children in KS2 also participate in a weekly mental maths test.   Numeracy homework will be set according to the Maths  objective that has been covered that week.  A range of activities will be set.  Parents and children’s comments are welcomed and valued.

KS2 English Homework  

English homework will be set according to English objectives that week.

Holiday projects may be set these are usually of a more creative style eg.  make a castle, Viking skills.

Monitoring Homework  

All children are encouraged to complete homework tasks and staff will use praise to reward children’s efforts.  Homework is an opportunity for children to develop independence and self-study skills.  Within the half-termly 1:2:1 coaching sessions pupil’s attitude to homework will be noted and discussed.  It will also be reported in their end of year report. The percentage of children completing homework will be monitored. Certificates will be awarded for good homework. In KS2 one certificate per class for English and Maths. In KS1 two certificates for homework/reading.

Children with Additional Needs

The class teacher will differentiate homework to meet the needs of all children including the more able. They will take into consideration the family circumstances to ensure that parents do not feel threatened by activities set.

The Home/ School Agreement, signed by parents, pupils and teachers, supports Benwick Homework Policy.
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