BENWICK PRIMARY SCHOOL

FOUNDATION STAGE POLICY

Introduction

Every childhood is the foundation on which children build the rest of their lives. It is not just a preparation for the next stage but is vitally important in itself. For young children there is no distinction between work and play. Their work is their play. Their play is their work. Learning for young children is a rewarding and enjoyable experience in which they explore, investigate, discover, create, practice, rehearse, repeat, revise and consolidate their developing knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes. During the foundation stage, many of these aspects of learning are brought together through playing and talking.

Aims

The aim of the EYFS is to help young children achieve the 5 Every Child Matters outcomes of staying safe, being healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution and achieving economic well being.

Benwick Primary School endorse the aims of the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage. This is done by setting standards, providing equality of opportunity, creating a framework of partnership working, improving quality and consistency, and laying a secure foundation for the future.

The Foundation Stage covers the education of children from birth to five years of age.  The emphasis is based on first hand experiences.  The curriculum for EYFS is based uopon 3 prime areas:

· Communication and Language

· Physical Development

· Personal, Social, Emotional Development

and 4 specific areas:

· Literacy

· Mathematics

· Understanding the World

· Expressive Art and Design

We look carefully at each child’s characteristics of learning and plan activities to develop their understanding further. Characteristics of effective learning are a key elemnt in the Eyfs. They detail the ways in which children should be learning from their environmental experiences and activities. The EYFS outlines three areas of learning which are:

· Playing and Exploring

· Active learning

· Creating and thinking critically
Principles of Early Years Education

· A unique Child

· Positive relationships

· Enabling Environments

· Learning and development – children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates and all areas of learning and development are equally important and inter-connected. To be effective the curriculum for EYFS is carefully structured. 
· Planned and purposeful activities that provide opportunities for learning indoors and outdoors

· Learning experiences that match the children’s individual needs and interests

· Building in what children can already do

Putting the Principles into Practice

A Unique Child

Benwick Primary School believes that every child is a competent learner from birth. Babies and children develop in different ways and at different rates. Every area of development  - physical, cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional and spiritual – is equally important.

· We provide staff that are trained and experienced in child development.

· We start from our knowledge of what children can do, their interests and learning styles. We try to get to know them by observing what they do and how they interact.

· We try to encourage, listen and respond to their communications, both verbal and non-verbal.

· We recognise that our role as practitioners has a great influence on attitudes and dispositions.

Benwick Primary School believe in inclusive practice

· We recognise the importance of supporting children in developing a positive sense of their own identity and culture – a positive self-image. We actively promote equal opportunities and anti-discriminatory practices ensuring that all children and families feel included, safe and valued.

· We strive to identify particular individual and family needs and provide support as quickly as possible to promote well being and learning.

Benwick Primary School believes that children should feel safe.

· We recognise that young children are vulnerable and have to develop resilience. We support them in learning to assess risks and make choices.

· Together we discuss rules and the need for them.

· We read stories and use incidences that have happened to support their understanding of safety and how to protect themselves.

· We invite in people from the wider community to talk about their work in keeping us safe.

· We engage them and their parents, when necessary, in discussions on behaviour and the right for every child to feel safe.

Benwick Primary School believes that children’s health is an integral part of their emotional, mental, social, and spiritual and well-being.

· We have a daily routine that offers a balance of activities so that children can be active participants in their learning.

· We offer outdoor areas for more vigorous activities and indoor areas where children can be both active and passive.

· Parents are encouraged to pack healthy food in their children’s lunch boxes. School dinners offer healthy menus. Children are entitled to a piece  of raw fruit or vegetable each day. Free milk is available to under fives and is subsidised for the over fives. Drinking water is readily available and children are encouraged to bring a water bottle from home, which can be filled up when necessary i.e. in hot weather.

· We teach the children as part of the curriculum, about healthy lifestyles. We let them taste food from other cultures. They join in whole school ventures e.g. sponsored walks and 5 a day activities.

· When we make formal observations on the children we monitor and comment upon their well-being and involvement.

Positive Relationships

Benwick Primary School believes in Respecting Each Other

· Relationships and friendships are an important part of children’s development. Some children find making friends difficult. We strive to support children in this development. We offer opportunities within the class and between classes to develop socially.

· We include in the curriculum opportunities for group and class speaking and listening. Each person is valued for who they are and differences are appreciated. Children are encouraged to understand each other’s point of view and so become more caring towards others.

Benwick Primary School believes in Parents as Partners. “Parents are the first and most enduring educators. When parents and practitioners work together the results have a positive impact on children’s development and learning.” (EYFS (2007) Parents as Parents card)
· We offer an induction evening to parents during which we give information about the curriculum, the structure of the school day, observation, assessment and feedback and practical information.

· We offer each parent a home visit as their child starts school, carried out by the class teacher and teaching assistant.

· We are always available to speak to parents and so create two way communication and flow of information for the good of the child.

· We use information parents give us during the induction evening, on their child’s first day at school, during the home visits and at parent’s evenings to assist future planning for each child. A written report is given to parents towards the end of the Summer term.

· We encourage parents to share their own observations of their children whenever possible.

· We work closely with Flutterbies Preschool to provide weekly visits to the reception class in the half term before the children start school. Any children attending other settings are also encouraged to attend these sessions.

Enabling Environments

Benwick Primary School believes the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s development and learning through:
· Positive interactions – observing children and responding appropriately to encourage and extend curiosity and learning.

· Listening to children and taking an interest in their interests, giving them time to think.

· Effective teaching that is systematic and helps children to make connections in their learning, offering challenges and leading them forward, helping them to reflect on their learning.

· Secure relationships – young children get very attached to adults and at times need re-assurance to feel safe, and confidence to gain independence. We have a responsibility to provide this and give children time and care.

Planning a learning environment indoors and outdoors with rich experiences that encourage a positive attitude to learning and is available to all children.

· We use materials, equipment and displays that reflect the community the children come from and the wider world.

· We encourage children to make choices and develop independence through easy accessibility of materials, clear labelling and defined ‘working’ areas including the outdoor space.

· We try to provide resources that inspire children and encourage them to initiate their own learning.

· We provide plenty of spaces for activities so that children are enabled to learn by working on a larger, more active scale than is possible indoors.

Planning and Organising an Enabling Learning Environment

· At the beginning of the year children are supported in making their choices and understanding the rules and routines. As the year progresses children will gain independence and confidence and be able to make more and more of their own choices so that they feel more in control of their learning.

· Time is put by to discuss and extend their ideas and share them with others.

· We allow children time for sustained concentration.

· We plan in a cross curriculum way with an understanding that every aspect of learning for young children is inter-related.    

Structuring the Curriculum

We organise the day to provide a balance between the following:

· Child initiated activities - children make choices from within the learning environment to meet his/her outcome for learning.

· Adult initiated activities - practitioners provide the resources to stimulate and consolidate learning.

· Adult directed activities – children engage in planned activities to meet specific learning outcomes.

We offer children experiences and opportunities:

· By making good use of outdoor space so that children are enabled to learn on a larger, more active scale than is possible indoors.

· By planning experiences that are relevant, imaginative, enjoyable and challenging.

· By making use of unexpected and unforeseen opportunities for children’s learning that arise from every day events and routines.

· We plan for the same learning objective in a range of ways

· We help children consolidate their learning by revisiting the same objective many times

· We help children see the purpose of activities

Observation and Effective Response

· Benwick Primary School believes in making systematic observations and assessments of each child’s achievements, interests and learning styles. 

· During child initiated time every child is observed regularly.

· Other regular observations will be made on a specific child, group or activity during anytime of the day, including playtimes.

· These observations and assessments are then used to identify learning priorities and plan relevant and motivating learning experiences for each child.

· We will match observations and assessments to the expectations of the age and stage of learning and early learning goals and periodically, when evidence demonstrates that the achievement is secure, the class teacher will record in each child’s learning development record.

· The observations made throughout the year will enable staff to asses whether children have reached a good level of development by the end of the year.

Planning

· Planning is completed on a termly basis and is linked to a topic. The topic is discussed with the children and ideas that they suggest are included within the planning alongside the development steps that are needed within each class.

· The topics are planned using the objectives  in the Prime and Specific areas of the EYFS curriculum.

· Weekly planning is then derived from the topic planning and is differentiated in line with the needs of the class.

· In addition children receive daily phonics teaching following Read Write Inc Phonics..
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