BENWICK PRIMARY SCHOOL

HISTORY POLICY
The aim of history teaching here at Benwick Primary School is to stimulate the children’s interest and understanding about the life of people who lived in the past.  We teach children a sense of chronology, and through this they develop a sense of identity and a cultural understanding based on their historical heritage.  Thus they learn to value their own and other people’s cultures in modern multicultural Britain and, by considering how people lived in the past, they are better able to make their own life choices today. In our school history makes a significant contribution to citizenship education by teaching about how Britain developed as a democratic society. We teach children to understand how events in the past have influenced our lives today; we also teach them to investigate these past events and, by so doing, to develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem solving.
The aims of history in our school are:

· to foster in children an interest in the past and to develop an understanding that enables them to enjoy all that history has to offer
· to enable children to know about significant events in British history and to appreciate how things have changed over time
· to develop a sense of chronology
· to know and understand how the British system of democratic government has developed and, in so doing, to contribute to a child’s citizenship education
· to understand how Britain is part of a wider European culture and to study some aspects of European history
· to have some knowledge and understanding of historical development in the wider world
· to help children understand society and their place within it, so that they develop a sense of their cultural heritage
· to develop in children the skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and presentation  

Teaching and Learning Style

History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians. We place an emphasis on examining historical artefacts and primary sources. In each key stage we aim to give children the opportunity to visit sites of historical significance. We encourage visitors to come into the school and talk about their experiences of events in the past. We recognise and value the importance of stories in history teaching and we regard this as an important way of stimulating interest in the past. We focus on helping children understand that historical events can be interpreted in different ways and that they should always ask searching questions, such as ‘how do we know?’, about information they are given.

We recognise the fact that in all classes there are children of widely-different abilities in history and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children.

The potential contribution of History to other subjects   

Cross-curricular links are encouraged where ever possible:

History contributes significantly to the teaching of Literacy by actively promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we use in the Literacy lessons are historical in nature. Children develop oracy through discussing historical questions or presenting their findings to the rest of the class. They develop their writing ability by composing texts in a range of genres and through using writing frames.

We use ICT in history teaching where appropriate. Children use ICT in history to enhance their skills in data handling and in presenting written work, and they research information using the Internet. Children have the opportunity to use the digital camera to record and use photographic images.
History contributes significantly to the teaching of Personal, Social, Citizenship and Health Education. Children develop self-confidence by having opportunities to explain their views on a number of social questions such as how society should respond to poverty and homelessness. They discover how to be active citizens in a democratic society by learning how laws are made and changed, and they learn how to recognise and challenge stereotypes and to appreciate that racism is a harmful aspect of society. They learn how society is made up of people from different cultures and start to develop tolerance and respect for others.

Assessment and recording

We assess children’s work in history by making informal judgements as we observe them during each history lesson. Not all work in History is recorded in written form, some may be pictorial or discussion based. 
Resources 

History resources are kept in labelled Topic boxes and it is the responsibility of the all staff to ensure that they are maintained and updated as necessary. 
Monitoring and review 

Monitoring of standards of work and the quality of teaching is the responsibility of all.
The Head teacher scrutinises termly plans and feedback is given. Lesson observations/ pupil interviews are used in conjunction with Development Plan priorities.

Agreed and Adopted by the Full Governing Body on 5th July 2018
Signed…………………………………………………………….Chair of Governors 
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