
Literacy – Week 4
First Person Narrative 



Overview 
This document details the children’s literacy lessons for this week. Each 
week they will focus on a genre, using a video study. The document 
separates the learning into 5 days, including a learning objective, 
‘teaching input’ and task. 

The work should be mostly independent, although your child may need 
some support for certain tasks. The children may choose to focus on a 
day at a time, or complete consecutive days at once – however this 
suits your home learning timetable. 

Please contact me if you require further assistance. 



The Lighthouse 



Day 1

LO. To combine information about the life of a character and a setting 
to provide an introduction to the narrative.

Children will write an introductory narrative paragraph. 



As we are going to be writing a narrative, we 
need to include many references to the 
characters’ emotions and thoughts about 
the incident. 

To open the narrative, we are going to set 
the scene and introduce our character. 

Watch the first 40 seconds of the clip, adding 
information about the character and setting 
to a grid like the one shown on this slide. 

e.g. full moon, cloudy, waves gathering. 



Look at the opening on this 
slide. 

Highlight where there is 
information about the man and 
information about the setting. 

(You could rewrite the opening 
in your green book, then 
highlight OR simply write the 
phrases in your book).



• You are going to write your opening paragraph of the narrative, giving 
an insight into the life of a lighthouse keeper and the setting. 

• Try to weave the two together like I have in the example below. 

• I was always fond of the sea and would spend hours, as a child, out on 
the beach collecting shells and staring at the waves. Though I learned 
as an adult that the peace and tranquility of the sea could change at 
any moment. The rocks beneath the lighthouse were perilous and 
constantly gnawed at by the waves, and the walks I’d had as a child 
were rare because of the high tides and dangerous currents. 

• Setting

• Lighthouse keeper



• Use the information collected about the lighthouse keeper and 
setting from the first activity to formulate sentences. 

• Once you have created a range of sentences, write them up as a 
paragraph – remember to keep a balance of setting and character 
sentences. 

• When you have finished your opening paragraph (take your time), 
spend some time editing and improving – this paragraph is then 
complete!



Metaphors
• A metaphor is a word or phrase used to describe something as if it 

were something else. 

• E.g. ‘A wave of terror washed over him’ – terror isn’t actually a wave, 
but a wave is a good way of describing the feeling. 

• E.g. ‘Jess is dynamite’ – she isn’t made of dynamite, but it’s a good 
way to explain how exciting she is. 



Similes
• A simile describes something by comparing it to something else, using 

like or as. 

• E.g. The snake moved like a ripple on a pond.

• E.g. It was as slippery as an eel. 

• E.g. Jess is as graceful as a gazelle. 



• Look at the image of a choppy sea. You could also research some 
other images to help you with the task. 

• How many different similes or metaphors can you think of? This will 
help with the next task. 



Day 2

LO. To write a setting description using a variety of sentence styles.

Children will create descriptive sentences and write a setting 
description. 



• Watch the clip to the point where the candle goes out.

• Consider the questions below – you do not need to write anything 
down. 

• What does the lighthouse keeper feel about the people outside?

• What makes them think this?

• Why is this in the clip?

• How does it make us feel about the man and the cheering people?

• What time of year could it be?



Look at the image of a village 
at night. 

You care going to complete a 
4, 3, 2, 1 of ideas. 

(4 expanded noun phrases, 3 
preposition phrases, 2 short 
snappy sentences and 1 
sentence including a relative 
clause).

First, look at my examples on 
the next slide.



4 Expanded noun phrases:

• Bare, sinuous trees awaited their springtime leaves.

• Amber lights shone from friendly windows and inside noisy revelers danced and cheered.

• The narrow walkways and paths were bathed in the pale light of a milky moon. 

• Houses of all sizes dotted the grassy clifftop. 

3 Preposition phrases:

• High above the village, at the edge of the cliff, sat the Briar’s Rock lighthouse.

• The light danced over the rooftop; the darkness was no match for its strength. 

• Beyond the cliffs, the restless sea gurgled and churned. 

2 Short snappy sentences (no more than 4 words):

• Light swept the village.

• The villagers cheered.

1 Sentence including a relative clause:

• The lighthouse, which didn’t benefit from the same warm glow of the beam, stood 
stoically in the near darkness. 



Now, have a go at creating 
your own 4, 3, 2, 1 of ideas.

Remember to use the image 
of the village for your 4, 3, 
2,1.  



Here, I have used my 
ideas from the 4, 3, 2, 1 
activity to create a setting 
description. 

Can you identify which 
parts I have taken from 
the 4, 3, 2, 1 and which 
parts are new? 

I have added repetition 
for effect (Light swept the 
village.). 

I have also combined 
some sentences to make 
them complex sentences.



• Using your ideas from the 4, 3, 2, 1 activity, you are going to write a 
setting description based on the image of the village. 

• You can magpie ideas from my 4, 3, 2, 1 activity and my setting 
description, but do not copy directly. 

• As a challenge, can you include repetition and complex sentences in 
your setting description?

• Extension – can you go on to describe the inside of the lighthouse? 
E.g. books on the bookshelf, bed in the corner, austere, ship’s wheel 
etc. (use the video clip for this). 



• Loo at the clip between 0:44 seconds and 1 minute. 

• Watch the clip and note down what happens in sequence. 

• E.g. I was working at a table, I was distracted by the sound,  I shut the 
window…

• This will be used in the next session. 



Day 3

LO. To write action as a first-person narrative.

Children will construct action sentences and write the next two 
paragraphs.



• At the end of the last session, you looked at the sequence between 
0:44 seconds and 1 minute. E.g. I was working at a table, I was 
distracted by the sound, I shut the window, the light went out, the 
villagers ceased cheering, the window blows open, the candle blows 
out. 

• On the next slide, is my completed draft of this section. What do you 
notice about the sentence openers? What do you notice about the 
variety of sentence lengths?





• Look at the sentences on the slide. I 
would like you to edit and improve 
them. Think about the different ways 
you could do this.



• Now, I would like you to write your sequences into a paragraph, like 
my example. 

• Remember to include the other details such as the candle blowing 
out, the villagers stopping their cheers and the sound from the top of 
the lighthouse. 

• Before you begin, you might find it useful to list synonyms to avoid 
over repetition of a noun. 

• E.g. light, beam, beacon, glow, lantern. 



• Look at the numbered 
steps to the right.

• Watch the clip until 1:34. 

• Make notes on how the 
actions are performed.

• What details are missing?

• The steps shown are 
going to help you 
construct your next 
paragraph about the 
lighthouse keeper 
reaching the top of the 
lighthouse. 



You now need to write your next paragraph in first person. Use the steps on the slide 
before to structure your paragraph. 
I have added some useful vocabulary and DADWAVERS (this is to help you vary your 
sentences. E.g. Several seconds later, I scrambled to the next floor to inspect the 
machinery.  



• Watch the clip between 1:36 and 1:46. 

• Can you create descriptive sentences to explain that the boat was 
approaching?

• This will be used in the next session. 



Day 4

LO. To create atmosphere including an appropriate level of detail.

Children will write their next paragraph of first-person narrative.



• Watch the clip from 1:36 until the point where the lighthouse keeper 
throws open the door. 

• We are going to begin by writing a short first person account of what 
the lighthouse keeper does up to the point were the dome smashes. 

• Write the following subheadings in your book:

• I INSPECTED THE LANTERN

• I HEARD A SHIP

• THE GLASS COVERING WAS BROKEN

• Your task is to create new sentences that mean the same thing. 

• On the next slide are some examples.



• Look at my examples.

• In some cases, I have used 
synonyms for the verb and 
noun. 

• In others, I have added lots 
more detail. 

• Have a go at creating your 
own sentences for the 
three originals. (Try to 
create at least one new 
sentence for each original). 



• Place the three sentences in chronological order. 

• Think about what actions or thoughts happen between these points –
you may or may not have seen them in the clip. 

• E.g. After looking inside the lantern he peers through the glass door.

• Can you try write 2 or 3 linking sentences with the 3 main sentences 
in the paragraph? 



• Look at the writing. 

• Where can you see first 
person/third person 
perspectives?

• Today, you are going to 
complete the first paragraph. 
Look at the use of the word 
CRASH and the repetition in the 
first paragraph. 

• You now need to write the first 
person narrative paragraph up 
to the point where the glass 
smashes. Use the sentences 
you have created and magpie 
ideas from my example. 



• Look at the second paragraph –
this returns to third person. 

• How is the lighthouse keeper 
feeling in this paragraph? 

• On the next slide, is an image 
and some prompts. You need to 
write words, phrases and 
sentences around it to explain 
the lighthouse keepers’ feelings 
about the situation. Try to write 
down as many ideas as 
possible. 





Day 5

LO. To use appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures, 
including a variety of sentence openers.

Children will complete their narrative using DADWAVERS sentences. 



• Use the words, phrases and 
sentences you created 
yesterday to construct 
paragraph two about the 
lighthouse keeper’s feelings. 

• Can you include repetition of a 
comparative adjective? E.g. 
faster and faster, closer and 
closer, nearer and nearer. 



• What does ‘show, don’t tell’ 
mean?

• ‘Show, don’t tell’ is a 
method of explaining how 
something/someone feels, 
rather than just telling the 
reader the emotion.

• Look at the examples.



• What does ‘panic’ look like?

• Look at the two examples.

• Which is more successful at 
conveying the sense of 
urgency?

• The longer example 
contains more successful 
descriptions, however the 
shorter version conveys the 
urgency and tension of the 
situation. In this case, less is 
more. 



• Look at the shorter 
sentence constructions, the 
explanations of what is 
happening to the 
characters’ breathing, the 
use of well-chosen words 
and phrases to describe 
speed- quick, short, glance, 
brief. 

• Write your third paragraph 
that focuses on the 
lighthouse keeper’s panic.



• Watch the clip from 2:03 to the 
end. 

• We will return to third person 
for the final paragraph. 

• Watch the clip and note down 
everything that happens in 
chronological order. In addition, 
these things happen but we 
don’t see them: he got to his 
feet, he went back up the 
lighthouse. 

• Look at the example final 
paragraph. Look at the openers. 
Which DADWAVERS sentences 
are used? 



• Look at the examples of 
DADWAVERS sentences. 

• Use the timeline you created 
when watching the clip and the 
DADWAVERS support sheet to 
write the final paragraph. 


