BENWICK PRIMARY SCHOOL
GEOGRAPHY POLICY

Introduction
Geography is a foundation subject of the national curriculum which seeks to develop awareness and understanding of the world around us.

Aims
Geography at Benwick school aims to

· Develop the knowledge, skills and understanding laid down in the Geography curriculum, to the maximum of their potential.

· Make sense of their own surroundings through learning about their own locality and the interaction between people and the environment.
· Extend their interest, knowledge and understanding of the human and physical processes which shape places.

· Appreciate similarity and difference in the world around them and to respect other peoples beliefs, attitudes and values.

· Develop the geographical skills and vocabulary necessary to carry out effective geographical enquiry.

· Formulate appropriate questions, develop research skills and evaluate material to inform opinions.

· Develop interest and enjoyment of geographical experiences and build confidence and understanding.

· Recognise and understanding issues concerning the environment and sustainable development.

Learning Across the Curriculum
Geographical skills as detailed in the National Curriculum are incorporated into the creative curriculum topic planning
Teaching and Learning Styles
If pupils are to gain maximum access to the geography curriculum and demonstrate achievement, careful planning and thoughtful imaginative teaching will be essential. Task set will encourage group and paired work as well as individual, and ICT resources will be used to support and develop learning where appropriate.
Key features of classroom practice will include opportunities to engage pupils in well planned tasks which make use of a range of resources including the locality:
· Investigating real places and themes across a widening range of scales.

· Developing knowledge and understanding of physical, and environmental geography and the patterns and processes at work in them.

· Undertaking geographical enquiry, applying skills and techniques, collecting and analysing evidence, drawing conclusions and communicating findings in a variety of ways, eg. questionnaires, graphs, tables, databases etc.
· Using maps at various scales and plans, fieldwork, instruments, ICT and other sources of evidence such as photographs, newspapers, visits to inform their work.

Inclusion
At Benwick School we recognise the responsibility of all schools to provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all pupils. We aim to provide effective learning opportunities for all children. Geography plans are adapted to ensure that activities are commensurate to the abilities of all children.
Assessment and Reporting
Assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning and based upon teachers’ judgements of pupil attainment and progress. Assessment is built in to the planning of learning experiences and closely related to the learning outcomes that are proposed. 
Progress will be reported in end of year reports.  Independent writing activities will be provided to assess pupil progress (APP).
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