
NIGHT SHIMMY BY GWEN STRAUSS
WEEK 11



TASKS FOR THE WEEK

1. Make predictions

2. Listen to the story

3. Investigate artwork

4. Choose one of the images and continue the story.

5.   Fun – time extra activity



MAKE PREDICTIONS

Look at the Front Cover.  What do you think this story could be about? What could 

the Night Shimmy be? What might they do? 



MAKE PREDICTIONS

Read the First Page. 

Write down four things that you know about Eric? 

What can you guess about him? 

Does he remind you of anyone? 

What might he do with the Night Shimmy?



FIRST PAGE

Eric did not like to talk. 

Other children didn’t understand why. 

They called him “Dumb Eric” 

They teased him with silly questions: 

“What’s the matter? Cat got your tongue?” 

Grown-ups asked him if he was shy. 

But Eric didn’t answer. 



LISTEN TO THE STORY

Listen to the Night Shimmy by Gwen Strauss being read by Ruth 

Merttens:  

https://youtu.be/h7ypmw-0JU0  

What do you like about the story? 

Is there anything that you dislike about it? 

What did it remind you of? 

Anything that you have read or seen or anyone that you know? What 

questions would you like to ask the author?



INVESTIGATE ARTWORK

Look closely at Images 1-4. 









INVESTIGATE ARTWORK - QUESTIONS

Look at Image 1 

What is your first reaction to this image? Why 

do you think you had that reaction? What do 

you think is happening in this picture? Why do 

you think the Night Shimmy is in black and 

white? 



INVESTIGATE ARTWORK - QUESTIONS

Look at Image 2 

What adjectives could you use to describe this 

picture? Why is there a giant parrot in Eric’s 

bedroom? What do you notice about the mug, 

the top of Eric’s bed and the picture on his 

wall?



INVESTIGATE ARTWORK - QUESTIONS

Look at Image 3 

Why do you think everything is grey and blue 

apart from the sky through the window? What 

emotions do you notice in the artwork? What 

do you think Eric might be thinking? 



INVESTIGATE ARTWORK - QUESTIONS

Look at Image 4 

What can you notice in this picture that 

someone else might not spot? Why do you 

think that all the other pictures have a black 

frame around them and this one doesn’t? What 

do you think Eric and Marcia might be saying? 



WRITE A STORY

Choose one of the images.

Imagine you are the boy in your chosen image.

Continue the story…



SUCCESS CRITERIA

Features to include Have I included ?

I have organised my work clearly (a clear beginning, middle and end).

I have used capitals, full stops, exclamation marks and question marks correctly.

I have used lots of different connectives to link sentences and ideas (next, then etc.)

I have used some WOW! words to make my writing interesting.

I have used speech and punctuated it mostly accurately. 

I have used noun phrases.  

I have written in the correct tense by choosing the correct form of  both regular and irregular 

verbs. 

I have used varied sentence openers. 

I have used paragraphs correctly most of the time. 

I have used fronted adverbials.



FRONTED ADVERBIALS



FUN – TIME EXTRA

1. Design your own-super hero friend 

like The Night Shimmy. 

What would they look like? 

2. Imagine what Eric and Marcia are 

talking about in Image 4.  Write their 

conversation, using speech-marks.


