
Paragraphs in non-
fiction

WEEK 11



Introduction

Match the reasons for starting a new paragraph, with an appropriate 

sentence opener. 

A change in location Centuries ago, 

A change in theme With shaking legs,

A change in time
On the other side of 

the road,

A change in character
Due to changes in 

temperature,



Introduction

Match the reasons for starting a new paragraph, with an appropriate 

sentence opener. 



Fluency

Climate Change
What is Climate Change?
Also known as global warming, it is the process of our planet heating up. Over the last century, 
the temperature of our planet has risen by 1°C. This may not sound like much, but it’s beginning 
to impact on people and wildlife around the world.

What Causes Climate Change?
Some of the factors contributing to global warming include:
• burning of fossil fuels
• methane gas from farming
• deforestation

The Effects of Climate Change
A warmer climate will lead to greater rainfall, changing seasons, shrinking ice caps and rising 
sea levels; all of which will result in a dramatic loss of habitat for many species.
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Fluency

Climate Change
What is Climate Change?

Also known as global warming, it is the process of our planet heating up. Over the last century, 
the temperature of our planet has risen by 1°C. This may not sound like much, but it’s beginning 
to impact on people and wildlife around the world.

What Causes Climate Change?
Some of the factors contributing to global warming include:
• burning of fossil fuels
• methane gas from farming
• deforestation

The Effects of Climate Change
A warmer climate will lead to greater rainfall, changing seasons, shrinking ice caps and rising 
sea levels; all of which will result in a dramatic loss of habitat for many species.

Look at paragraph one. Underline a word or phrase 

in the first sentence that links to the sub-heading.



Fluency

Climate Change
What is Climate Change?

Also known as global warming, it is the process of our planet heating up. Over the last century, 
the temperature of our planet has risen by 1°C. This may not sound like much, but it’s beginning 
to impact on people and wildlife around the world.

What Causes Climate Change?
Some of the factors contributing to global warming include:
• burning of fossil fuels
• methane gas from farming
• deforestation

The Effects of Climate Change
A warmer climate will lead to greater rainfall, changing seasons, shrinking ice caps and rising 
sea levels; all of which will result in a dramatic loss of habitat for many species.

Look at paragraph one. Underline a word or phrase in the first 

sentence that links to the sub-heading.

‘it is the process of our planet heating up.’
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The Effects of Climate Change
A warmer climate will lead to greater rainfall, changing seasons, shrinking ice caps and rising 
sea levels; all of which will result in a dramatic loss of habitat for many species.



Fluency

True or false? The following sentence should be 

added to the paragraph under the sub-heading 

‘What is Climate Change?’.

Sea turtles lay their eggs on beaches which are 

being threatened by rising sea levels.



Fluency

True or false? The following sentence should be added to the 

paragraph under the sub-heading ‘What is Climate Change?’.

Sea turtles lay their eggs on beaches which are being threatened 

by rising sea levels.

False. It should be added to paragraph three under the sub-

heading ‘The Effects of Climate Change’.



Application

Endangered Animals
What is an Endangered Animal?
An animal is classed as endangered, when they face a very high risk of extinction in the wild. 
Over 16,000 species have now been catergorised as being in danger of extinction. 

The Polar Bear
With a population of under 30,000, polar bears are vulnerable due to the ongoing loss of their 
sea ice habitat. Polar bears use the ice as platforms to hunt from; melting ice means that the 
bears are forced to burn huge amounts of energy walking or swimming long distances to find 
remaining ice.

Action Needed
All hope is not lost; there are things that we can do. We need to see the bigger picture and 
understand how things are connected. Recycle our waste materials and buy sustainable 

products. Grow native plants to help insects flourish and to support pollination. Reduce your 
carbon footprint – drive less and walk more!

Add one more sub-heading to extend the text 

above. Write the opening sentence of your new 

paragraph. 



Application
Endangered Animals

What is an Endangered Animal?

An animal is classed as endangered, when they face a very high risk of extinction in the wild. 
Over 16,000 species have now been catergorised as being in danger of extinction. 

The Polar Bear
With a population of under 30,000, polar bears are vulnerable due to the ongoing loss of their 
sea ice habitat. Polar bears use the ice as platforms to hunt from; melting ice means that the 
bears are forced to burn huge amounts of energy walking or swimming long distances to find 
remaining ice.

Action Needed
All hope is not lost; there are things that we can do. We need to see the bigger picture and 
understand how things are connected. Recycle our waste materials and buy sustainable 
products. Grow native plants to help insects flourish and to support pollination. Reduce your 
carbon footprint – drive less and walk more!

Add one more sub-heading to extend the text above. Write the 

opening sentence of your new paragraph. 

Various answers, for example:

Extinct Animals

Unfortunately, it’s already too late to save some species from 

extinction.
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Endangered Animals
What is an Endangered Animal?
An animal is classed as endangered, when they face a very high risk of extinction in the wild. 
Over 16,000 species have now been catergorised as being in danger of extinction. 

The Polar Bear
With a population of under 30,000, polar bears are vulnerable due to the ongoing loss of their 
sea ice habitat. Polar bears use the ice as platforms to hunt from; melting ice means that the 
bears are forced to burn huge amounts of energy walking or swimming long distances to find 
remaining ice.

Action Needed
All hope is not lost; there are things that we can do. We need to see the bigger picture and 
understand how things are connected. Recycle our waste materials and buy sustainable 
products. Grow native plants to help insects flourish and to support pollination. Reduce your 
carbon footprint – drive less and walk more!

Rewrite paragraph three to include bullet points. Add 

or remove words if necessary and use a colon to 

introduce the bullet pointed list.



Application

Action Needed
All hope is not lost; there are things that we can do. We need to see the bigger picture and 
understand how things are connected. Recycle our waste materials and buy sustainable 
products. Grow native plants to help insects flourish and to support pollination. Reduce your 
carbon footprint – drive less and walk more!

Rewrite paragraph three to include bullet points. Add 

or remove words if necessary and use a colon to 

introduce the bullet pointed list.

All hope is not lost; there are things that we can do. For example:

• We need to see the bigger picture and understand how things 

are connected. 

• Recycle our waste materials and buy sustainable products. 

• Grow native plants to help insects flourish and to support 

pollination. 

• Reduce your carbon footprint – drive less and walk more!



Reasoning

Endangered Animals
What is an Endangered Animal?
An animal is classed as endangered, when they face a very high risk of extinction in the wild. 
Over 16,000 species have now been catergorised as being in danger of extinction. 

The Polar Bear
With a population of under 30,000, polar bears are vulnerable due to the ongoing loss of their 
sea ice habitat. Polar bears use the ice as platforms to hunt from; melting ice means that the 
bears are forced to burn huge amounts of energy walking or swimming long distances to find 
remaining ice.

Action Needed
All hope is not lost; there are things that we can do. We need to see the bigger picture and 
understand how things are connected. Recycle our waste materials and buy sustainable 
products. Grow native plants to help insects flourish and to support pollination. Reduce your 
carbon footprint – drive less and walk more!

The author has written the sentence below.

Taking your own bags to the shops can have a massive impact on the 

amount of plastic that is produced.

Under which sub-heading should it be placed? Explain your answer.



Reasoning
Endangered Animals

What is an Endangered Animal?
An animal is classed as endangered, when they face a very high risk of extinction in the wild. 
Over 16,000 species have now been catergorised as being in danger of extinction. 

The Polar Bear
With a population of under 30,000, polar bears are vulnerable due to the ongoing loss of their 
sea ice habitat. Polar bears use the ice as platforms to hunt from; melting ice means that the 
bears are forced to burn huge amounts of energy walking or swimming long distances to find 
remaining ice.

Action Needed
All hope is not lost; there are things that we can do. We need to see the bigger picture and 
understand how things are connected. Recycle our waste materials and buy sustainable 
products. Grow native plants to help insects flourish and to support pollination. Reduce your 

carbon footprint – drive less and walk more!

The author has written the sentence below.

Taking your own bags to the shops can have a massive impact on the 

amount of plastic that is produced.

This sentence can be placed under the sub-heading ‘Action Needed’ 

because it references ways in which we can act and help the planet.


