
DAY 1
L.O: I CAN USE FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE 



THE SHIRT MACHINE

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

Remember, figurative language is the umbrella term for the use of similes, metaphors, 

personification and onomatopoeia. 

ONOMATOPOEIA (words that describe a sound).

(whizz, pop, zoom, drip, crack, boom).

TASK

Watch the clip again. Can you record any examples of onomatopoeia?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rliGlp4ddXs



THE SHIRT MACHINE

SIMILES
A simile is a figure of speech that directly compares two different things. The simile

is usually in a phrase that begins with the words "as" or "like." 

The girl ran as fast as lightning.

The boy roared like a lion.

She was as pretty as a picture.
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METAPHORS
A metaphor is a figure of speech that is used to make a comparison between two 

things that aren't alike but do have something in common. ... You may have to work a 

little to find the meaning in a metaphor. 

The shop was a goldmine.

The footballer was a shooting machine.

The stars are diamonds in the sky.

TASK

Complete the activity on Resource Sheet Day 1 – Similes and Metaphors
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PERSONIFICATION
Personification is when you give an animal or object qualities or abilities that only a 

human can have. Writers use personification to bring non-human things to life. It helps 

us better understand the writer's message.

The sun smiled in the sky.

The wind whistled through the trees.

The rain danced on the window.

TASK

Complete the activity on Resource Sheet Day 1 – Personification



DAY 2
L.O: I CAN USE DESCRIPTIVE PHASES TO 

ENHANCE MY WRITING



THE SHIRT MACHINE

Think about the 5 senses ( sight, hearing, smell, taste, touch).

How could you use these to describe the Shirt Machine? 

TASK 1

Imagine you are in a room with the Shirt Machine whilst it is switched on. Referring to 

each of the senses, write quality words to describe what it looks like and how it works.

Example sentence: 

A strong smell of petrol filled the air as the cogs of the machine turned, clicking loudly.
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TASK 2

Can you think about each of the senses to record descriptive sentences to describe the 

Shirt Machine works and how it works. Write a short paragraph for each of the 

senses.

Can you use time connectives, expanded noun phrases and a range of conjunctions 

where possible?

Can you use a thesaurus to improve your vocabulary choices? 



TIME CONNECTIVES



EXPANDED NOUN PHRASES



CONJUNCTIONS



TASK 3

Look at the example to the right. Can 

you write your own short summary 

explain how the Shirt Machine works 

using this method.



DAY 3
L.O: I CAN USE FRONTED ADVERBIALS IN 

MY WRITING
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Look at the sentence below:

Once he has eaten a piece of chocolate, my uncle feels ready to get to work.

Fronted adverbial:

Once he has eaten a piece of chocolate,

Fronted adverbials are words or phrases at the beginning of a sentence, used to 

describe the action that follows. They are always followed by a comma.



EXAMPLES OF FRONTED ADVERBIALS



FRONTED ADVERBIALS
TASK 1



FRONTED ADVERBIALS
TASK 2



FRONTED ADVERBIALS
TASK 3



FRONTED ADVERBIALS
TASK 4



DAY 4
L.O: I CAN APPLY DESCRIPTIVE WRITING 

METHODS TO AN EXPLANATION TEXT
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3 minutes…

Can you name all of the shirts the uncle has manufactured 

using the Shirt Machine?

Write them down.
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What is the purpose of each shirt?

TASK 1

For each shirt, you have 3 minutes 

to record the qualities and features 

it has and how it could work.
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TASK 2

You are going to invent your own shirt and write about it’s features.

Use the following features subheadings:

1. Colour

2. Fabric (what it is made of)

3. Style (how it fits and fastens)

4. How it works

5. Who it would benefit

6. Why it is likely to sell

TASK 3

Draw your design



DAY 5
L.O: I CAN WRITE AN EXPLANATION TEXT 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rliGlp4ddXs

Think about the following features you have learned over 

the last two weeks.

• The 5Ws

• Features of an explanation text

• Figurative language

• Fronted adverbials

• Expanded noun phrases

• Time connectives

• Technical language/vocabulary

• Conjunctions



YOUR TASK

Write a chronological (time order) explanation text about 

the invention of the Shirt Machine. 

Use the planning format on the next slide to help you.
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Use each of the following subheadings to help 

organize your writing.

Who invented the shirt machine and why?

What is the shirt machine?

How does it work?

What has it produced?

How could it develop for the future?


