
Literacy – Week 3
Journalistic Writing 



Overview 
This document details the children’s literacy lessons for this week. Each 
week they will focus on a genre, using a video study. The document 
separates the learning into 5 days, including a learning objective, 
‘teaching input’ and task. 

The work should be mostly independent, although your child may need 
some support for certain tasks. The children may choose to focus on a 
day at a time, or complete consecutive days at once – however this 
suits your home learning timetable. 

Please contact me if you require further assistance. 



The Lighthouse 



Day 1

LO. To understand the features of a report. 

LO. To create an orientation and suitable heading. 

Children will start to learn the features of a report and will write an 
orientation for their report with a headline.



• Watch the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HfBbSUORvo

• As you watch, make notes for – who, what, where, when and why. 

• Why might the incident in the video be newsworthy?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HfBbSUORvo


Look at the list of headlines and types of headlines. Can you match them 
up? Can you think of your own headline?



An orientation is a short 
introduction that summarises the 
main points of the newspaper 
article. 

It grabs the attention of the reader 
and is no longer than 2 sentences. 

Look at the examples of orientations 
on the slide. Can you identify in 
each, which of the 5 Ws are 
present?



• What are the main points of the lighthouse story?

• What do we need the reader to know?



Look at the orientations on 
this slide. 

Which is the best? Why? 

Notice how you can be more 
general with your comments 
in the orientation, before 
becoming more specific in 
the article. 



Using both resources, can you identify any language that you think is 
suitable for your article?



• Research some examples of orientations. 

• Write your orientation for the lighthouse story. Think about using 
precise vocabulary and a journalistic voice. 

• How many questions can you                                                               
create that link to the picture                                                            
shown?

• Plenary – Produce a headline                                                                              
for your story. 



Day 2

LO. To use dramatic techniques to explore events. 

LO. To use direct speech. 

Children will write eyewitness quotes. 



• Watch the clip again. 

• Write down as much information 
as you can relating to the sub-
headings on the slide. 

• You are going to be interviewing 
these characters. Think of some 
questions you would like to ask 
the characters about the 
incident. 

• LIGHTHOUSE KEEPER

• VILLAGERS

• SHIP’S CREW



• You are going to interview the characters. 
You may wish to ask an adult/sibling to 
help you do this (they need to watch the 
video first) OR answer the questions 
yourself. 

• Remember a closed question will lead to 
a restricted answer, whereas an open 
questions leaves more scope to elaborate 
an answer. 

• You could create a recording sheet like 
the one on the slide.  



• Look at the example of quotes. 
Remember the ‘hand’ rule you 
learnt at school. 

• Write your information into a 
series of quotes which could be 
used in your report. Try to use 
person first then quote second, 
e.g. A spokesperson for the palace 
said, “We will be closing the castle 
wall while we investigate.”

• Can you identify quotes in 
newspapers?



Day 3

LO. To understand and appropriately use formal language. 

Children will locate formal language examples and change sections of 
text from informal to formal.



• What is formal language?

• Formal language is the language we use in professional, official and 
impersonal situations. It is used when we need to be serious, when 
we don’t know our audience personally and when the topic is of 
importance. 

• Can you think of any scenarios for when formal language is 
important?



• What are the features of formal language?

• There are no contractions, colloquialisms, idioms or clichés. 

• It avoids the first person. 

• It uses the passive voice more often. 

• It uses precise language.

• Statistics are often used.

• It uses Standard English. 

• It is made up of complex sentences. 



• Look at the examples of formal and 
informal phrases. 

• Complete the last 4 examples for 
formal language. 

• Using newspaper articles, locate the 
formal language examples. Can you 
write the informal version of the 
vocabulary/sentence? 



• Look at the 
newspaper letters. 

• Can you change the 
letters from informal 
to formal? You will 
also need to look at 
the punctuation used. 



Day 4

LO. To note and develop initial ideas.

Children will plan their writing and construct their first paragraph. 



• Watch the clip again, jotting 
down the key facts that are 
important. 

• Remember in a newspaper 
report, we stick to the facts and 
report accurately what 
happened. Witnesses might 
provide additional information. 

• Recall the facts of the evening in 
a list.  



• Read the first 
paragraph. What do 
you learn?

• Some of the 
information is added 
by the writer, but not 
invented. 

• The paragraphs should 
develop the 5Ws, 
though you should not 
restrict yourself to 
writing solely about 
one of the Ws each 
time. 



• Look at my example 
plan for the article. 
This is information I 
have decided to write 
about in paragraph 
two. 

• Have a go at writing 
paragraph two using 
my plan. 



• Bullet point plan the report ensuring all 5Ws are covered. 

• Leave the re-orientation section for now. 

• Begin to write the first paragraph – you should already have your 
orientation paragraph from Day 1.



• Look at the images. Can you provide a caption?



Day 5

LO. To write a report with a suitable ending.

Children will look at how to build sentences and complete their 
reports. 



• Watch the clip again and pause at 0:46 seconds. 

• Can you note down any prepositional phrases that spring to mind as 
you watch? E.g. on the clifftop, above the village, inside the houses. 

• Using factual adjectives (not overly descriptive), rewrite the 
prepositional phrases. E.g. along the coastline could become – along 
the dangerous stretch of coastline OR along the rocky coastline OR 
along the coastline dotted with villages. 



• What is the re-orientation?

• This is the ending to the article. It brings the story up to date and 
often moves from the past tense to the present. 

• Look at the following reorientation…

• Members of the local community are now assisting Mr Thomas with 
the repairs to Briar’s Rock lighthouse and are planning to fit a 
remotely-operated lantern to the clifftop as a temporary measure.

• What tense is used? What adjectives are used? 

• Write your reorientation ready to add to your article. It does not 
matter that you have not yet finished writing your report. 



• Write the remainder of your report. Begin where you finished on Day 
4 and remember to add your reorientation at the end. 

• Read the WAGOLL I have created – your article may include more 
information and other newspaper features (e.g. newspaper title, 
images).

• When you have finished, remember to edit your article for:

• Spellings

• Punctuation – especially for quotes

• Sentence structure

• Formal language

• Correct tense


